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ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

May 2, 2024
PROPOSED

CONSENT AGENDA

ITEM 1 

FACILITIES PROTECTION
A. Request approval for out-of-state travel for one (1) Pipeline Safety Unit Staff member to attend the Inspector Training & Qualifications (TQ) Division’s Safety Evaluation of Gas Pipeline Systems Course (PHMSA PL-1250) in Oklahoma City, OK, May 6 - May 10, 2024.  This is a mandatory course for Pipeline Safety’s enhanced training and is necessary to maintain federal funding.  The total estimated cost of $2,441 will be principally federally funded through the Pipeline Safety reimbursement (to be charged to Unit 6).  Dates of travel:  May 5 - May 11, 2024. (page 1)

B. Request approval for out-of-state travel for two (2) Pipeline Safety Unit Staff members to attend the PHMSA Inspector Training and Qualifications (TQ) Division Plastic and Composite Materials Course (PHMSA PL-1310) in Oklahoma City, OK, June 10 - June 13, 2024. This is a mandatory course for Pipeline Safety’s enhanced training and is necessary to maintain federal funding.  The total estimated cost of $3,999 will be principally federally funded through the Pipeline Safety reimbursement (to be charged to Unit 6).  Dates of travel:  June 9 - June 13, 2024. (page 2)

C. Request approval to purchase three (3) 2024 F-150 Super Crew Trucks for approximately $54,535 each for a total of $163,605. 
Required aftermarket safety and emergency equipment will not exceed $6,000 per unit for a total of $18,000 for the Grand Total of $181,605.  Two of these vehicles will be replacing vehicles that are being surplused and the other vehicle addition is due to the hiring of an additional inspector. The vehicles will be used to inspect natural gas operators for compliance with the minimum federal safety standards, state laws and commission rules. Funds from the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) will fund these vehicle purchases. (page 3)
D. Request approval to fill vacant Pipeline Safety Inspector position in 
the Pipeline Safety Section. (Back-up provided under separate 
cover)

ITEM 2 
UTILITIES REGULATION
A. Request approval for two (2) Electric Unit Staff members to attend the Institute of Public Utilities Power Grid School Course 1, June 10 - 12, 2024. This On-line course will provide timely information and education about power systems, grid infrastructure, energy markets and integration of distributed/variable resources. The total estimated cost of $1,390 will be paid pursuant to the June 28, 2023, MOU in Docket No. 44280, therefore leaving no direct cost to the State. (page 4)   
    
B. Request approval for out-of-state travel for one (1) Natural Gas Unit Staff member to attend The 2024 Southeastern Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (SEARUC) Annual Education
Conference in Ashville, NC, June 2 - 5, 2024.  The conference will
provide fundamental training and information dissemination on a
wide range of regulatory issues in the natural gas industry.  The total   estimated cost of $2,373 will be paid pursuant to the January 28, 2021, Stipulation in Docket No. 42315, therefore leaving no direct cost to the State. Dates of travel: June 1 – 5, 2024. (page 5)

C. Request approval for out-of-state travel for three (3) Electric Unit Staff members to attend the 2024 National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) Summer Policy Summit in West Palm Beach, FL, July 14 – 17, 2024. The forum will focus on topics relevant to Staff's work and continuing educational needs. The total estimated cost of $6,390 will be paid pursuant to the June 28, 2023, MOU in Docket No. 44280, therefore leaving no direct cost to the State. Dates of travel: July 13 – 17, 2024. (page 6)
D. 
Request approval for out-of-state travel for one (1) Utilities Division Staff member to attend the 2024 National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) Summer Policy Summit in West Palm Beach, FL, July 14 – 17, 2024. Topics of interest include the impact of Federal legislation on utilities and other regulatory issues. The total estimated cost of $2,130 will be paid pursuant to the June 28, 2023, MOU in Docket No. 44280 therefore leaving no direct cost to the State. Dates of travel: July 14 – 18, 2024. (page 7)

E.            Request approval for out-of-state travel for two (2) EERE Unit Staff members to attend the 2024 National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) Summer Policy Summit in West Palm Beach, FL, July 14 – 17, 2024. This conference will provide training on topics including renewable energy and storage, a panel on rate
design guidelines, and other pertinent regulatory topics. The total estimated cost of $3,658 will be paid pursuant to the February 27, 2020, MOU in Docket No. 42310, therefore leaving no direct cost to the State. Dates of travel: July 13 – 17, 2024. (pages 8 and 9)
ITEM 3

ADMINISTRATION
A.          Confirm approval of a personnel matter. (back-up provided under       separate cover)

B.     Request approval for out-of-state travel for one Administrative Division staff member to attend the 2024 Southeastern Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (SEARUC) Annual Education Conference in Ashville, NC, June 2 - 5, 2024. This conference will cover topics of general interest to the Public Service Commission. The total estimated cost will be $2,103. Dates of travel: June 1 – 5, 2024.  (page 10)
C. Request approval for out-of-state travel for one Administrative Division staff member to attend the 2024 NARUC Summer Policy Summit in West Palm Beach, Fla, to be held July 14-17, 2024. This conference will cover topics related to the regulation of water. This topic is of considerable interest for the Commission as a legislative study committee is pending that will discuss the possibility of the Commission regulating private water systems in Georgia. The total estimated cost will be $1,390. Dates of travel: July 14-16, 2024. (page 11)

