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Someone once told me peo-
ple could get used to anything,
and in America, I think we
have grown numb in our reac-
tion to orders from a strong,
centralized government in
Washington. It doesn’t faze us.
It simply is the way life is now.

President Barack Obama’s
recent release of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy’s Clean Power Plan final
rule has drawn praise from
many corners, and those like
me who would take issue with
the rule and its presupposi-
tions are said to be somehow
as standing in the way of prog-
ress, even reckless.

I consider myself anything
but environmentally reckless.
My family owns three electric
cars, put solar thermal on our
house to heat our water and
furn our air conditioning units
off every summer day from
3 p.m. to 8 p.m. in order to re-
lieve pressure on the grid. We
use E85 in our non-electric
car, and I created the Alterna-
tive Fueled Vehicle Roadshow
that travels the East Coast. My
point is: I think the solution
to our energy issues can be
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resolved here at home with-
out federal intervention and
without guilt from the White
House,

But it is not just guilt ~
there’s also a hammer. That
hammer is the EPA — the infa-
mous U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency that churns out
rules like the Varsity makes
hotdogs. These rules are fre-
quently challenged, but usu-
ally implemented by utili-
ties, and paid for by ratepay-
ers. Later, a court may over-
turn them after the money has
been spent.

In the Clean Power Plan,
the rule forces us to accelerate
progress we would have made
anyway. Think of it as upgrad-

ing your smartphone before
the end of your contract peri-
od, resulting in a much higher
fee. When it comes to Obama’s
EPA plan, prepare to multiply
that times several billion dol-
lars because itis your state’s
electric grid that the presi- -
dent is mandating be upgrad-
ed early.

Consider the progress Geor-
gia has made in energy and en-
vironment protection:

B In 2009, the Georgia Pub-
lic Service Commission ap-
proved the plan to construct
two new nuclear power units
currently under construction
at Georgia Power’s Plant Vog-
tle near Waynesboro. These
units will produce no car-
bon emissions or other green-
house gases for at least 60
vears.

W Since 2011, working with
the PSC, Georgia Power has in-
creased its purchases of solar
generation from almost noth-
ing to approximately 1 giga-
watt of electricity. If all of this
solar was producing today,
Georgia Power would have the
fourth-largest solar portfolio
in the nation.

W In 2013 the PSC approved
the closing of 16 oi Georgia
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Power Company’s coal and oil
fired electric generating units,
a decision that has already re-
duced carbon dioxide emis-
sions and other greenhouse
gases. e
®In 2014 the PSC approved
Georgia Power’s purchase of
250 megawatts of wind power,
another clean energy source,
which produces no carbon or
other greenhouse gases _

B Georgia Power is in the
process of adding 282 mega-
watts of homegrown, Georgia
biomass capacity to our grid.

W Georgia Power, with the
support of the PSC, has in-
creased its demand-side pow-
er initiative and energy effi-
ciency programs. Both of these
programs have reduced power
consumption, which in turn re-
duces greenhouse gases,

urdens

My point: If you are going
fast in the right direction, as
we are, do you need a feder-
al mandate that drastically

-Changes energy planning for

the state as this rule does? Giv-
en that we are coming out of
the Great Recession, does it
make sense to burden our citi-
zens with higher energy cost?

As we make new invest-
ments in solar, wind and other
clean energy improvements,
you, the ratepayers fund all of
it, withiinterest. As one of our
elected energy commission-
ers on the PSC, 1 take my job
seriously: to keep energy rates
low and reliability high for you
and business interests.

We'll comply with this EPA
mandate, but don't expect me
to go quietly.

| think the solution to our energy
issues can be resolved here at
home without federal intervention
and without guilt from the

White House.
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